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Reverend Fathers, 


Have of lare been yery oftety 
| | admomihed;To leave the Church 


A. Fox” and embrace tht 
0a on of rhe Church of Rome, 
A When 


T2 5 


When T have fir! made my ac- 


knowledoment tor the kindneſs of 
vour frequenr viſits; T do then 
preſume, wh an honeſt plainneſs, 
thus te declare my ſelf. 


Your deiign 15to petſwade me 
ro change my Religion. Now we 
Country-men, you know, do love 4 


ſaving Bay-%in If. therefore L. 


ſhould be : Roman Catholich, whar 
ſhal! T be the better tor't ?- Wha 
re'l Ecnefit and advantage ſhall 1 
ger by ſuch a change ?. - 


And here pray do not miſtake 


me. 
It is nor any Temporal ad- 


vantage thar I expet, by the*® 


Profeſſion either 'of yours or 

other Religion. - If my Religion 18 
my Intereſt, I do then bleſs God 
for 1t : and have cauſe to be tri 
ly' thankful , that he gives m 
uch an eaſe - and bene” 


| 
b 
| 
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Paſſage through this vale of Tears: 
Bur if the free Publick exerciſe of 
my Religion, is nor conſiſtent 
with my worldly Intereſt ; bur 
doth expoſe me to Sufferings and 
Foubles : 1 muſt then remember 
chit I am a Chriſtian: And as 
Tue muſt chearfully rake up my 
Crals, and follow my Blefled Sa- 
viour : the Captain yr or Salvati- 
01, who was made perfett through 
Sifferinzs, Who when be was reub» 
led, veviled not again ; when be ſuf- 
fered, he threatued not ; but commit- 
ted himſelf to him that judgeth righte- 
ouff. 1 Per. 2. 23. | 


;b: So that in ſhort. When I do 


"ask:you 3 Whatireal benefit and a4- 


vantage T ſhall get by being a Ro» 
man Catholickh ? My meaning 
plainly this. "That fince the end 
of-ow Faith , is the Salvation of 
or Souls ;- Shall T find hetrer and 


"More certain Dire&ions in the 


a 5g Church 


po—_ —— — —  —— 


(4) 
Church of Rowe, how-to ſave my 
Soul, -rhanche Church (of Exgland 


can prerend ro give me? 


Parriewarly ; 

Can the Church of Rajee mar 
aiſtinftly explain irhe Articles. 
the Cy-ed; and will the give mE 
@derter Interpretation ' of ;the Ko 
ly Scriptures , out of- which xy 
Erced is mken-?- Will ſhe beree 
dire& mechow:to fubtlue-my vic. 
+us.Inclinations.? :How'to ;Procury 
-pardon :of my Bins; :and  obmain 
Me lidyproveds 

e things can he-ſdlidly;proved g 
jc 15 then both my od md Do 


ty to leayeithe. Ghufrh iof England, 


#nd\embiace;the Commugion 'af 


(Now im ;orderiwo my 1ſarizfai« 
en, > maſt-needs ; granr you ave 


oken -told me, That the \Churgh 


@f1 Rome :5; \inftlive. And chat 
"pa ach 


—  ——_—_— 


6. 


(5) 


neicher the Church of England, nor 
any other Proteſtant Church can 
prorens to be fo. 'And then you 
have with great Triumph demand- 
ed; Whether ir is nor moſt pru- 
dent, to ſubmit my felf ro an In- 
AllibleGuidance ? * 


To which Ido thus humbly Res 


7 You ſay; Fathers, that the Church 
f Rome is Infallible. Bur pray 
how do you prove it? And !@ 
me ſo far beg your favour, as not 
tothink me 1mpertinent, whilſt x 
pur this tack yipon you. For 
though you may perhaps blam- 
it -a5 ro0 much * confidence in ' 2 
Catholickof yours to ask queſtions 
upon this point, and may require 
an cntire ſubmiſſion, rather .chan 


allow him to pnt.ina Wy or Wheres 


fore, or truſt his Senſes, or con- 


- Tale his Reaſon beyond your 1l- 


lowance; Yet We, call us whar 
AS 'you 


Es) 


you pleaſe for it, cannot forgo 
that Kight we have as Men to Ex- 
amine a Docrine before we recerve 
it for Divine Truth. We natu- 
rally take this courſe in all wergh- 
ry matters. And fince I reſolve 
( and I believe you'l ſay *ris bur 


reaſon I ſhould ) not to buy or 


ſwap a Horſe unleſs I ſee and try 
him. I pray why ſhould I forge 
my Religion, or take up yours por 


Truſt? 


Pardon me, Sirs, T am more 


render of wy Soul than to be fo 


impoſed on. I do therefore a- 
gain very bluntly demand, - How 
do you prove, that The Church of 
Rome #s Infallible ? 


And for your encouragement, 


permit me further to tell ' you 3 
- Thar it 1s your Intereſt, as well 2s 
mine, to prove it at this time, 


Far you have a great work lyes 


wPorR - 


(7) 


upon you ; even the Converſion 8f 

ee Kingdoms. . And though the 
Labourers are not few, .yit the Harveſt 
3s great, It willtherefore be your 
Prudence, rg fix npon this' ſhorr 
and compendious method, 


The particular points in Contro- 
verfie berwixt us, you know, are 
many. Anq1 it would take up a 
long time diſtin&ly to debate them. 
But if you can convince me, that 
your Chureh is Infallible'; you will 
then make ſhort work on't an 
prove them all ar once, ; 


For if. your Church ct Err, 
ic muft then. be acknowledg'd thar 
fhe hath not Erred. And cone- 
quently, whatever ſhe hath pro- 
poſed as an'* Article of Faith, "It 
ought to be received as ſuch. So 
thar prove this, and Aſs your 
24/1 | w" NO 


Now 


(5) 


| Now in order to my Canyiqy- 
en let us diſtinQly examine what 
this. Irfalls width "oth ſignifi. 


Which 1 0” not work 
by way hy Charm; -bur if there is 
ſuch a priviledge i in your Church, 


doubtle(sit admits of a rational -cx- 
plication. 


And though I-find.ix very dit- 
Ficulr ro underſtand your Diſcour- 
fes ahour .chis marcer ( which are 
;fo various ang uncertain, expreſ- 
ſed with ſuch diffidence and cau- 
tion, that I can ſcarce think you 
bekeve it your ſelyes -) yer if 
there is an 4s any fence | in this Propoſi- 
rot web b of yon 3s In- 

lihle, it mu note one 
of theſe.two Things : 


r. The dadeſe Tibility and Dura- 
jim Ve 


#2. The 


(9) 
» The Iyakibl; Dirifion of 
of Iyſ. bio of that 


y the former; Thenthe 
_ af the Church of Rome 
0 mare than this, Ws 


| Ir is a cerrain infallible Truth ; 
That the Chureb of Rome ſhall ne- 
yer be extin&, ſhall never - ceaſe 

x0 be a Church. Chriſt hath bil? 
bs upon the Rock; and the Gates 
of Hell ſpall not __y again} 
ire 


To which Inerpretation of your 
debiiey + F make bold .co 9 Reply 
theſe two Things. - © | 


| -I. t 3s nat trite 


;AS.tO PET There are 
Seed. TE 


(10) 

thar the Church Catholich ſhall ne- 
ver be extint, Chriſt harh pro: 
miſed to be always with her_to 
the end of ' the World, Ard the 
Gatrs of. Hell ( or of Death ) ſhall 
uot prevail againſt her,” 1. e. Mau 
gre all the malice of Men and De- 
vils, the Church of Chriſt ſhall ne- 
ver wholly be deſtroyed. True 
Religion ſhall never be ſo far driven 
our of che World, but that it ſhall 
always have, ſome where or 0- 
ther, ' ſome thar believe and pro- 
feſs itn all things neceſſary ro Sal- 
vation, | 


- Bur pray, Fathers, What's this to 
the Church of Rome ? LY 


For though it is the noted miſtake 
of your Writers, .to call the Church 
of Rome che Church Cathalich {and 
then to- apply all_ the Promiſes of 
Protetion and Preſervation to her 
as ſuch ) yer this is only their own 

i COR- 


= * P 
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confident Suppoſal , without the 
leaſt manner of Proof, 


Indeed the Church of Rome fo far 
as ſhe 1s Orthodox and holds the 
Catholick Faith, ſo far ſhe may 
be truly called ACarholick Church. 
But. fo likewiſe may the Charch 
of England, the Church of 'Den-* 
mark ,. or any other 'particular 
Church. ' But now toafſerrt ; That 
the Charech of Rome ( though ſhe* 
were as Catholick in her Dodrine 
as ſhe can pretend ) is Th? Catho-, 
' lick Church, excſuſive of all 0- 
trhers (beſides the uncharitableneſs' 
o* the opinion ) is as great an 
improp/iery of ſpeech as to afhrm ; 
That a part is the whole. Or; 
Thar one. {ngle member, ſuppoſe 
a Hang or a Foot, is the whole 
Body. 


Now” that the Church of Rome 
js but a particular Church -( 2 
branch 


- Ratural Branchts, take 


( 12 


braxch and member of the Church 
Citholick, and 'as ſuch may ceaſe 
and beextinf, as ahty other pat- 
ricular Church may ) is plainly 
determined by S. Paul, Rom, 
11. 18,20, 21. Boaft not again 

the. Branches: but YL. thou boa 

tha « hrareſt not. the Root , but the 
Root thee -----—- Bt 1188 high-windid, 
but fear. For if God rr not the 

ed liſt 


«6 ſZare not thee. 


In ſhorr. Th Church of Rome 
bath no. ſpecial Promiſt or -Prinnle: 
ahove - other particular Churches, of 
mmaniey from falling; tithtr from 

wr ity of Faith, or the whale 
Fai it ſelf. 


If there is ſuch a.Priviledge or 
Promuſe, let it then be produced, 
and I ſhall with the greareſt ſub- 


miſhon beg.pardon for this miſs 
the, nh 


( 13 ) 


Bur ſuppoſ2 this Expoſit tion 
of your Isfallibility were trat , 


yer 


2, Ir is not ſufficient; as nog 
roy Got ends, for which 
this Priviledge in your Church is 


prexcnded. 


For let it be granted 5 "Thas 
the 'Chyrch of Love b not only 
a trye Church at preſenx , bug 
allo fhall ſtill ſo continye 0 the 
ed ofthe World. Wha: they? 


Will you thence inf 
the Memb $daeh = rh Wl 
_ are re obliged ro ſeparate f ffom 

urch, -and embrace 
= Communion 'of the Church of 
Rome ! 


5 mean as my Education hath 
Thope yo do nor fancy » 
fy 


(14) 


that T am thus to be impoſed 
on, | 


For even »y ſlender Capaciry 
can eaſily apprehend 3 That te 
prove the _—_— of ſuch a ſe- 
paration , you muſt nor only tell 
me, That the Church of Rome. is 
a Church ( for ſo likewiſe is the 
Church of England) bur you ought 
further tro conſider the merirs of 
theCauſe it ſelf,by examining ; The 
pretended DefetFs of the Church 
of England on the one hand: and 
the  prerended Priviledges of the 
Church of Rome on the other. Of 
which I ſhall add nothing further 
at ' preſent. Bur ſhall only deſire 
you to obſerve 5 Thar' A trae 
Church may. be a corrupt Chnrch, As 
a Man may be truly a Man, and yer 
may be very dangerouſly ſick. - 


' But will. you thence affirm ; 
Becauſe-ſach a poor Patient ti 
og retains 


(15) 


rerains the Eſſence and Being of 4 
Man, th:rt it 1s therefore my Duty 
to Change condition with him ? 
It you and I were in rwo Boats,and 
yours ler the Water in to the haz- 
Zard of your life, can you think 
it fit that I ſhould run our of my 
own intro yours, becauſe ypu could 
afſure me ir was a true 'Bozt Or 
traty a Boar ſtill ? 


The Application is eafie.z and 
pray, Fathers, make 1t to your 
ſelves, 


I hope you are. now fully con- 
vinced, that this firſt notion of In- 
ſallivility 'will do you litrie Service, 
Ler us therefore proceed to exa- 
mine the 
| - 

Second, viz. The Infallible Dive- 
E191 of the Chuxch of Rome. Which 
your Writers do commonly thus 


explain, 
That 


(16) 


. That finee the wiſdom of God, 
fot the diveftion of his Charch-in 
Fainh and Worhip., hath 'Tewaled 
his will in Scriptare and Traditions 
«nd fince botÞ Scripture aid Traditi- 
0n are liable to be miſmnder/iood, 
end the ſence of theuw miſtahen : ts 
JS ecwe (Chiiſtians from Error , there 
is 4 living Ifallible Judge, con- 
flituted and appointed 'by Feſus 
Chriſt, to attermine all Controver- 
fres in matters of Faith; and v0 
explain all difficult Placts of Scri- 
pture. And thit thoſe., and thoſe 
only, who ſubmit them elves ' to this 
Infallible Fudge . ave the tte 
members of the C tholick Church: 
But that all arh+rs, whether Pro- 
reſtants , SHugonors , or howewe 
- elite denomiiated, who reject O'is 
Fudge, are Hiritichs and Schij#ta- 
Ficks. 


Tic 
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This is the ſubſtance of what 
-our Authors ſay cn this occa- 
jon, Particularly a late Treatiſe, 

called Seeb and you (hall fmde 
Printed by H. Hills, Permiſſu $u- 
pteriorum , doth thus declare, p. 6. 
*It is manifeſt this bare Writing 
*(. the Scripture ) without ſome 
©[zting Tudpe to interpret it, can 
© never end Controuerſies, nor [ecure- 
tly teftifie to us what we mult 
© adhere to, in caſe of difficulties ari- 
© ng from the meaning of the words. 
*It remains then "neceſſary there 
© ſhould be ſome Supreme Fudge oy 
© Court of Fudicatnre, amongſt them 
© who baue embraced that Religion ;; 
© to the Sentence of which every one 
© muſt be obliged to (ſubmit, and 
© conſequently it muſt be ſecured from 
© Errour in it, 


It ſcems then, Fathers , anl 
InfallSle Judge is neceſſary up- 
Oy 


(18) 
on theſe two accounts. 1, To iti- 
rerpret the Scripture, 2, To-end 


Controverſies, 


That I may therefore neither 


© wreſt the Striptaves to my own De- 
ſtruftion z nor make a Schiſm 1a 


the Church, by holding any Do- 


 Arine contrary to the Catholick 


Faith 3 Pray, Fathers, reſolve me; 
Who ts this Injallible Fadge ;, that 
ſo upon occaſion I may conſtr 
him ? Whe is this unerring Guide; 
that ſo I may ſubmic my ſelt ro 
his Condut? Pray give me a 
diſtin and particular Anſwer to 


"this important Queſtion, And 


do not any longer tritſe with ve 


, in ſo weighty a concern, Do 
' not think to farisfie my Scruples 
' by affirming 3 That it 15 fufh&1- 


ent , for ſuch an 1gnorant Man 
as I am , to know; That the 
Church is Trfallible 5 and that 
all. further Inquiries aze wholly 
need- 


(t9) 
needleſs in ſo plain a mattet. 


» © I fay this is nor ſufficient, us 
= you can particularly reſolve 
z Who it bthatich che ma- 


ramen of this Priviledge in your 


Tell me - therefore diſtinAly z 
_— this © =x Guidz ? Where 
And that my 


F Fe Drone "EY 


Suppoſe I am travelling to 4 
certain Town : 'Arid' do ask the 
nexc Man I meer, Which is the 
tighe how ? Who cells me it's 4 

Rogd t6 ifid, afid Þ 
ws tefly miſs ft, Bur, aith he; 
though I cannot dire you my ſelt, 
yer there is a Matt lives in thar 
Viliage, who knows every ſtep.(6 
exaQtly ; chat if you take him foe 
your Caas, Guide, _ _ poſſibly 

Pray 


(26. 


Pray, Friend, fay T, Ar what } 


Houſe doth this honeſt Man live ? 


What 1s. his Name ? How may' 


I-come. ro the ſpeech of him ? 
What manner-of Man 1s he, ſhould 
I happen to meet him ? Nay! ſaich 
he, I know nothing of all thar, 


but you muſt-find; him as you can. 


- Now ſuppoſe every Man inthe 


Village - gives mie the ſame wiſe 


Anſwer, what-an admirable Di- 
re&ion would this prove ? 

This 1s our very Caſe. 

We are all Strangers and Pil. 
grims in this Werld : Travelling 
towards that happy Place ; the 
Heavenly Jeriſalem, For direRi- 
on in our Journey , God hath 
given us a Chart or Map, the HO- 
LY SCRIPTURES. Starch 
phe Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eremal Liſe, and they art 
; OF wa Re a the 


_ —= => 
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C2r) 
they which teftifie of me. John 
$* 3% | 


- But now the Church of Rome 
tells me, That theſe Scriptures 
are a very imperfe&t and uncer-' 
cain Diretion: Is which there 
are ſome things hard to: be wnder- 
flood, which the wnlearmed and 
= wreſt. to their own Deſtr»- 

In, , 


And. therefore T am admoni- 
ſhed, not to meddle with thee 
Scriptures my ſelf, which arc 
very dangerous things, but. to re- 
ſign borh- them and my own 
Judgment into che hands of the 
Cburch,. and then I am ſafe, Fer 
the Church being Infalliblr, can 
infallibly interpret all difficult Ph- 
ces of Scripture :- and can furnith 
me, with ſuch a Guide as wiltcer- 
*ainly diret me. 


B 2 lipcy 


(22) 

Upon this peremptory Sum- 
—_ > is my repemng _ 
"Thar you would particularly in- 
firn& 'me ina maner of ſuch grear 


Tel me diftinaly who this 

oy we ht Fm 

| £o reign ro 
Taye IP 


Fer I dofirmly- aſſure 'yoh, Fa- * 
ters, I am fo far from declining 
Conviaien ( rhe uſnal Obzetion 
agaioft Proceſtartys wy; char I have 
diligemdly inquired after this 5r- 
ſallible Guide in all places,and m all 
Cortpanies, I have not only pro- 
poſed. this Queſtion to the learn- 
«d Mew of your Church in per- 
ſonal Diſcourſe ;- but have alſo 
given my ſelf the froedom rorcad 
ſuch of your Authors; # I thoughr 


moſt likely ro jnſtrut me. More 
eſpecially 


(23) 


eſpecially I have had the curioſty 

to read the Stories of your emi- 

nent Conuerts, Who g 

pretend ' to have teft the Chureb 
England, for want of ſuch an 1m- 
ible Guide, which they 

x0 have found in the . Church 

Rome. 


Maſter . Waddiſworth complains 
to his old friend Biſhop Beaell , 
That this, amongſt other Morives, 
did accafion him -to forſake the 
Church of England, viz. the want 
of 2 certain, humane, external , in- 
failible e to interpret Seriptures 
and define Queſtions of Faith with- 
ot error. p. 328, And Mr. Crſ- 
HJ gives this Reaſon of this Con- 
verſion to Rome ; Becauſe the 
Church of England is a failable and 
a fallible Church, Append. to Exe 
8nd. . 480. | 


B 2 Now 


(24) 
Now finee My. Creſſy doth more 
particularly creat of the Infa#ibili- 
ty of. the Church: of Rome ( it be- 
ing the whole defrgn of -his Exo- 
wolegeſrs ro explain and. defend it) 
I. did with great exa&nelſs obſerve 
that Diſcourſe, Wherein I could 


not bur take aq norice of 
theſe memorable words. p. gol. 


. . *Whes it is ſaid, The Churci. 

© 1s Infallib!e, though this be com- 
© monly underſiood of all the whole 
© Church in gentral; yet, when we 
©ſay, She is an infallible Guide ; 
© it is moſt ordizarily underflood of 
the Church, ſpealing by ſome Autho- 
* riſtd-Pſox or Perſans, repreſenting 
* the whole Body. 


- Here, Fathers, I did rationally 
expe; that Mr. Cr:fy ſhould have 
particularly declared ; Who this 
ufaljible Reppeſentarive is. | 
; What 


(25) 


What a fair opportunity was 
here offered diſtmaly ro inifrudt 
us in this weighty mzttcr ? Ang 
therefore you: muſt needs allow 
me robe ſurprized at his following 
Conceſſion. 


© About this Repreſentative there 
© ts diverſity of opinions among Ca- 
$ thelichs. | 


Which in plain terms is this, 
COTY are not yet agreed who 
this Infallible G:ide, 


And now, Fathtys, pray eon- 
ſider how you have trifled with 
Me. | 


You call hard uponme, to leave 
the Church of Englend. '1 ask you, 
Why ? Becauſeotherwiſe, ſay you 
You cannot hope to be ſaved. For 

without Faith it is impoſſible to 
| B 4 plege 


(26) 
pleaſe God; And the Church of Eng. 


But why, Fathers, hath ſhe no 
Faith ? Doth ſhe not . believe the 
antlenr Creeds ? And doth ſhe 
not acknowledge thoſe very Scrip- 
xures out of which thoſe Creedsare 


taken ? , 


That's true. © Bur, Alas, theſe 
ſgnify nothing. Becauſe ſhe hath 
no - infallizle Guide to diredt ther, 
how to underſtand theſe Scriprures, 


or to interpret thoſe Creeds, I 
do then demand 3 Where ſuch a 
Guide may be found ?. You-fay , 
I the Church of Roms, 1 do pexe 
very pertinenitly ask you 3 Wh. 
this wnerring Guide ;, that ſo, by ſub- 
witting my ſelj ta his itreftiong, 1 
may rective the benefit of bis cots 


And 


— — 


_ what —_— —_ 
u give tne to 10 2 
Re I am evenaſtonithed ro 
repeat. 


no ? 
the And now, Fathers, though what 
ſhe | I have alrrady propoſed is roo 
1P- F juſt a prejudice againſt your 
are | Church { for if you cannot agree 
amongft your elves, there 1s little 

j hope you ſhould fatisfe me } 
eſe | yet farther to convince you, how 


ath 4 defirous I am, if e, of an ' 

er, | happy Accommodanon, I do thus 

% proceed in my inquiry. 

| 2 You have already eramed 7? 

Y 3 "That this Infallible Guide is ſome 

RF |} Authorifed Perſon er Perſons rc- 

q preſenting the whole Body. 

« of | 
I Let us therefore i idly ex 

M: | amine; Whois this infatfible Re 

prefent ative in your Church? 
nd B g Which 


; 98 +} 


Which certainly can ke no @- 
ther bur one of theſe Two. 


1.: His Holintſs the Pope. Or, 


..2. A General Conncil, 


As to the Fiyſt z, I have been 
told thar though the Feſuits , the 
Canoniſts, and ſnch like Court- 
Paraſttes, have ſaid much for it ; 
yer it 1s generally eſteemed, by 
the more ſober and learned Ca- 
tholicks, a very weak and un- 
grounded opinion z and as ſuch is 
uſually rejefted, 


Wherem thePAPIST RE- 
PRESENTED ( who I ſup- 
[ry the {ence of your whole 

here m Eng/and ,): doth thus 
fully 3nfiru& us ». 42, 


© Though 


(29) 


' ©Though —_—_ a!ow him 
© (the POPE ) the afliſtahce of 
ca Divine Infallibility , wikhour 
© being in a General Connci! , yot 
© he 15 fatished, "tis only their 8- 
« pinion , and not their Faith. 
6 There bting #0 obligatios from the 
© Church, of aſſenting to any jxh 
© Deftrine. | 


From whence I- do obſerve ; 

That a Payift rruly' Reymiſenttd 
15 farisfied ; The Pope 1s not Ir- 
fallivle; And indeed, Fathers , 
fo am I, Thus far then we arc 
agreed, 


Let us now proceed wikh me 
fame Candonr'to examine the pre- 
tences of a General Carnal. 


Which I might veryÞbriefly , 
and yer very effeRually [rhus dif- 


Patch, | 
B 6 -2.Tf 


> — Ana hars—— ak - 


th ——_—__ Ae ee eros Þ _ 
_ _ - 9 — ___- - _—_—— T_T 


(ze) 


- T. If General Councils confir- 
med by the Pope have aftually 


erred, 


3. If General Councils confirm- 
ed by Popes, have made Definiri- 
ons and Decrees plainly contradi- 
cory ane.to the other. - 


3. If aGeneral Council confirm- 
ed by one Pope, ' hath been- cen- 
demn'd by a General Council, con- 
firmed by another Pope : Then, 
Fathers, 1 hope you'wif be tor- 
ced to., 2eknowledge, unleſs Con- 
traditions can be true, That & 
General Council is not infallible. 


As to the truth of theſe par- 
riculars 5, the, Divings of the Church 
#f England have _ je 

em to you, beyond pofiihi! a 
= Ag Rn _ to,refreſh 
your memories when you ſhallde- 
fire It, | AS 
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-'-As td my ſelf, Becauſe fuchen+ 
largement- doth require more skil, 
in Ecclefraftical Story, and the Re- 
cords of the Churth, than can be 
expe&ed froma Perſon of my mean 


| Capaciry 3 I ſhall therefore wave 


thar kind of proof. And ſhall thus 


grve. you my thoughts, in a more 
plain and familiar manner. 


You ſay, Fathers, that a Gene- 
ral Council 15 this infallible Judge, 
this uherring Guide, Ler merhere+ 
fore aSk you this ſhort Queſtion : 


Ts there any General Council 
at this' Day aRually now ring, 
in any part of the Chriſtian 
—_— 7: | 


I am fure you cannot pretend 
that there is. And-1t nor, Then 
there. is no Living Infallible Guide 
mm the preſent Chrch of Rome, 


—_ 
—— i __u i a, 
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T have propoſed this Scruple 
to ſome of your Learned Men: 
and the Anſwer they have return- 
ed is this ( which if you-do nor 
like, ;pray give me a berter') vir. 
Thar though there is no Council 
aually now fitting, as to their 
Perſons ; yerthere are many Coun- 
cils ſtill.exrant in their Dorines, 
Thoſe Reverend Fathers do ſtr 
live in their Canons and Decrezs. 
Which being committed ro Wri« 
ing by faithful Scribes and Nota- 
ries : And © authcntick - :COpies 
thus raken, rhey were thence pub- 
Fiſhed for the Dire&Rion of the 
Church m all ſucceeding Ages.' 


To which I do thus humbly 
Reply. 

How ofren, Fatheys, have you 
told 'us 3- That no meer Writing can 
he « Fudgr ( this being the ve- 
ry reafon why you thar 

| Capa» 
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Eapacity to the Holy $rriptures. ) 


© For by a Judge, all wife Men 
© underſtand a Perfon.endued with 
5 Life and Reaſon ;, able ro hear, 
© to examine, to declare his mind 
© to the diſagreeing Parties, Which 
© no meer Writing, which is deat, 
” dumb, and inanimatecan be able 
© to do, 1” 

V. Charity maintained by Catho- 
licks. Cap. 2.5. 3. P. 42. 


So that theſe Canons being but 
a Writing, they may indeed be 2 
Rule, but they cannot bea Fadge. 


And hereupon ,” for my better 
farisfa&tion, pray reſolve me theſe 
Queries, 


r. Suppoſe a Controverſic ſhould 
ariſe about the Canons of any Coun- 
ctl, how and in whar ſence they 
zre to be underſtood ; can ſuch 
Derees 


34 
Decrees determine themſelves and 
explain their own meaning ? 


If fo, then 

2. Why muſt nar the ſame Pri- 
viledge be gramed to the #foly Scri- 
prures ? Why cannot the Wri- 
rings of God Judge and determine 

Controverſies, as well as the Wri- 
tings of Men ? | 


3. Whether :cannot the Spirie 
of _—_ MA which the Scriptures 


_ —m__ expreſs his mind 
a inretigibly as the 
of ws of any Council ? 


" Bur now 1f you are forced to 
granc { and 1 do not ſee how you 
can avoid ir ) That when the De- 
crees of any Council ſhall be con- 
woverted, rhere muſt be ſome li- 
ving Judge to determine ſuch Dit- 
ference : I am then ſtill to ſeeb , 
what I doubt I fail never m=_ 


(35) 


For after all this ſearch ; and the 
moſt ftri& and dil! atzentrion 
to your learned Inſtruions ; the 
Subſtance 6f: what you have ſaid 
in the' matrer i5 no more than rhis. 


| The Church of Rome is Ifallilve. 
« That's tr din." Tis Herefre ta doubt 


It, | 
Bur what this Tvfallibifity ſigni- 
fies ? Whence you.your ſolves had 
« ? Or, where we Proteftanes' {who 
are ſo much upbraided with the 
want of ic ) wy find.ir 2 | 


What Controverſies hathit./de- 
cjded ?. Whar Texrs of Scriptufe 
hath irexplained ? What di 
ces hath 1t compoſed ? 
Theſe, Fathers, are ſome ofthate 
Queſtions, which at your beſtlei- 
fure Idefire you to refolre me, 
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